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Andre dreads Thursdays. Thursday is the day before Mama gets paid at work each week it's the

day when money is tight and spirits are low for Andre and his older brother and sister. As report

card day approaches, Andre anticipates making the honor roll, and Mama said she'd throw a royal

party for just such an event. But Andre can't believe his eyes when he looks at the calendar and

sees that report card day falls on the worst possible day of the week a Thursday. Andre's

predicament and the loving solution that his family offers will strike a chord with readers of all

backgrounds. Melrose Cooper and Nneka Bennett present a warm and touching portrait of a child

who experiences a celebration he'll never forget.TEACHER'S GUIDE AVAILABLE."
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I had the opportunity to share this book with a third grade class of an inner-city school during a

Read-Aloud Day. This story of third-grader Andre captured the students' attention because he was

someone just like themselves. The students could relate to the ethnic background of the family and

could sympathize with the family's struggle to get through the week until the next paycheck arrived. I

especially appreciated how the story showed how families that are not "well-to-do" can

problem-solve creatively...this family may be short on money, but never are they short on love. The



illustrations are beautiful and do an excellent job of supporting the story. I highly recommend this

book as part of a multicultural curriculum as well as to share with your children at home.
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